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the interior parts of India. The enterprise failed;
but is so far from being abandoned that, at
this very moment, a plan may be seen in relief
at Petersburg, of the works by which it is intended
to fortify Astrabat,

Of all the gigantic projects of Russia this is,
perhaps, the least unreasonable; since it is pointed
out by the nature of things, and since there is
already an inland navigation completely carried on
from Astracan, on the Volga, the Mita, the Lake
Jemen, the Wologda, the Canal of Ladoga, and
the Neva, to Petersburg. Should this plan ever
be pursued with activity and success, it must
either happen that England will seriously think of
an alliance with us, against the system of the North,
or she must suffer every sort of advantage to be
obtained over her at Petersburg: for the interest
of the Russians must then become totally opposite
to those of the English; and hence may arise
dreadful hurricanes, that may sweep away their
puissance in the East.

How many revolutions, how much strife be-
tween men and things, shall be occasioned by the
development of the destiny of that empire, whichhe mis-
